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*‘When the Presidential nominations of 1884 came to be 
made Grover Cleveland in his various offices had donc 
more of the honest and courageous things which good gov- 
ernment requires and which decent people like to have 
done, than any other Democrat. That made him the 
available candidate to change the current of American 
politics. His election upon that record practically closed 
the old era of politics dominated by the past and began 
the new era of politics looking to the future. The strength 
and courage of his administrations as President confirmed 
the new departure. .. .” Elihu Root. 
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HE Independent invites inquiries from its readers pertaining to travel for pleasure, 
health or business; the best hotels, large and small; the best routes to reach them, and 
the cost; trips by land and sea, European tours, etc. This department is under the 
en of an expert who has personally made many of the trips she recommends, and is 
able to speak from intimate knowledge of transportation lines, hotels, resorts, etc. Reserva- 





tions will be made for you and tickets purchased if you desire. 
Here is a typical letter from a grateful subscriber who had written us for advice: 


“The Independent may be congratulated on having a correspondent on its staff so 
full of information and so ready to impart it.’’ 
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Deluge and a Sword 

NCE in a while Congressmen can be made to 

understand that they are the people’s repre- 
sentatives. It begins to look as though we were 
now witnessing one of those happy occasions. 
Letters are pouring into Washington at an unpre- 
cedented rate, urging Representatives not to block 
Secretary Mellon’s plan to reduce taxes, and the 
recipients are taking note of them. One of the 
best letters of this kind appeared in all the New 
York papers; The Independent is happy to reprint 
it: 
Hon. Benjamin F. Fairchild, 

House of Representatives, 

Washington, D. C. 
My DEAR MR. FAIRCHILD: 

You asked for my vote last fall and I was glad to give 
it to you. 

I am now asking you to vote for tax reduction in 
accordance with the plan outlined by Secretary Mellon. 

I .want to know where you 
stand and how you act on the mat- 
ter. I therefore respectfully 
request you to send me daily the 
Congressional Record. 

As a veteran, a volunteer and 
a flight commander at the front in 
the Air Service who spent seven- 
teen months in France and there- 
fore would receive a large amount 
from the bonus I wish to express 
absolute disapproval of any bonus 
measure. 

The boys with whom I flew over 
the lines, those who are living and 
those who gave their lives in a 
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would damn the man who sought to tip them for their 
loyalty. The fact that the tip came not from the grati- 
tude of the people but from the toadying of self-seeking 
politicians to a politically much feared organization 
makes it all the more hateful. 

At the same time the tip, if voted, must be accepted 
by every veteran to help him defray the added expense 
of heavy taxation and high living costs for many years 
to come. . 

This is a mild expression of the way many other ex- 
service men feel with whom I have talked. 

We have an able President who has pointed the way 
and made it easy for you. Now let us see you do the 
right thing for your country and forget yourselves for 
a little while. Sincerely yours, 

HENRY S. LOOMIS. 


122 Chester Street, Mount Vernon, N. Y., December 18. 


On the average, it appears, Congressmen are re- 
ceiving letters of like character at the rate of one 
hundred a day. They are having their effect. For 
although it was taken for 
granted, a few weeks ago, that 
the bonus could be passed over 
the President’s veto, doubt is 
now creeping in. But the bat- 
tle is not yet won. It can only 
be won if the people continue 
to exercise the power which 
they possess. Americans like 
to break all records: here is 
their chance to deluge Congress 
as it was never deluged before. 
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Flocks Versus Blocs 


HE situation with ‘refer- 
ence to tax reduction is 





